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t 2 Awe 
TO MR. MA&SON’'S. TURNOUTS. 
Brorners and Feucow:WorKmen, 

The position ydu occupy has now become a matter of 
public interest. The rings you have endured, the 
wrongs you have exposed have not only made you ob- 
jects of public interest, but of publi¢ sympathy also ; and 
the attention of all classes of this neighbourhood, from 
the highest to the lowest, is now directed towards the 
pending struggle between you and your late employer. 
Iam induced, therefore, from this circumstance, to address 
the present epistle to you :__you, who have suffered deep- 
ly the reckleee tyranny of an unfeéling mcn, and whose 
families have experienced all those domestic sorrows and 
corroding carés that make the homes of the poor the 
sepulchres of all earthly peace. To you, then, fellow- 
workmen, I address the present letter, with the hope 
that the sentiments it may contain will sink deep into your 
hearts, and that the time is not far distant when every 
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productions for which we toil, and sweat, and bleed, and 
die ; and, let me ask, what do we receive in return ?—the 
harsh words of IDLE men ;—the contempt of proud, 
unfeeling hearts;—the stomach-whip of factory tyrants, 


| togoad us ontotoil ;—the rags of clothing ;— the refuse of 


Operative Potter, yea the whole Working Population of | 
these realme, shall enjoy those rights and privileges | 


which God and nature intend that they should-enjoy. 


It is not my intention, in this epistle, to recapitulate 
the grievances which have placed you in the position 


| and let the principles which that reflection will 
| existence sink deep into our hearts, © 


you now occupy ; but simply to lay before youa few prin- , 
ciples whieh, I have no doubt; are not unfamiliar to you, | 
but the importance of which demand continual iteration | 
and re-iteration, ndt only amongst the operatives of our | 


own particular trade, but amongst all the branches of 
operative industry. They should be repeated until they 
become engraven on the mind of every working man in 
the empire ; yea, until children can lisp them, and the 
highways and by-ways echo with the sound. 


First, then, it may be stated, that.Labour is the source 
of all wealth ! From it, all the necessaries, comforts, and 
luxuries ofJife are derived. It isthe first princi- 
ple of all sogial existence, and WE ARE ITS OWN- 
ERS ! It is labour that raises the mansion and the hovel ; 
the palace and a agi moe that fills 
our granaries with grain, our stores with’ 
warehouses with wealth ;—it is _ 
ships, and freights them, to 
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food ;—the hovels of shelter ; all, in short, that can make 
life a burden and the grave a release, And should we 
complain of, or seek to remedy, thore evils, or improve 
our condition by legal and constitutional means, the har- 
pies of * The Law” are hounded upon us :—our lodges 
are beseiged, our every movement is watched, and every: 
opportunity is taken to harass and insult us. If we Hold 
a meeting , we are spied upon; if we request a redress 
of grievances, we are called “intimidatore * if we send 
a deputation to any branch of our trade, we are called 
‘‘idle vagabonds,” and are threatehed wiyh three months 
imprisonment to hard labour ;' and yet we aré the produ- 
cers of all wealth ;the foundation of all social existence. 
On us rest the whole fabric of society. Weare the heart 
of the empire, through whieh flow all the streams of | fa- 
tional existence. Let us then reflect upon Gur position, 
and the power which that position at our command ; 
eal! into 
ay 


‘ a | ’ ‘a ; bee . 
The Second great principle is, that the ig the 

raw material from which labour extracts eM 

saries, comforts, and luxuries of: life » and: 

the duty of every working man,sthe- 


is 

al 
labour !--to. become , aleo, of that ich 
employment to all human labour,—oamely,, he 


Land and labour, then, make up the Stmemeewn.domen 
of human existence. We are in the one, 
can we not then become possessed of the other? This, 
fellow-workmen, is an important question, and em- 
bodies aprinciple which likethe former ought to sink 
deep into our hearts. 


Want of space in the present number will not allow 
me to enlarge on this important subject; but I hope, 
in some future paper, to enter more fully into the 
matter. The object of the present epistle is to 
familiarise your minds with the subject of the land, 
as in all ility, if the struggle, between you and 
Mr. Mason, should not speedily terminate, the megj- 





ad THE POTTERS EXAMINER 


bere cof your different lodges will take the matter into 
their serious consideration; and, doubtless, will pro- 
pose the land as an ulterior resource for your accep- 
‘The tirmness you have displayed in the trying 
vircumstances in which you have been placed, the 
«offering you have borne, and, above all, the hopelers 
prospect that futurity presents to you should you fail 
ms your present nuble, undertaking, have made your 
snccess almost a part of the existence of each member 
of the Union, which is determined to support you! 
Yea every step shall be taken to place you ultimate- 
dy, if possible, beyond the fear of want! 


hance. 


MENTOR. 


TO JOHN JOHNSON, Mr. MASONS FOREMAN. 
“ MENK MENE TEKREL UPHARSIN.” 


Sra. 1 doubt not but you have seen, in No. 7 of the 
Examiner, an address to Overlookers, Foremen, «r 
** Baileys.” I have read it, and perhaps you have done 
so, too: and as you are a we!l known member of that 
very ***** body, Lam induced, by some remarks in the 
article referred to, to pen a few lines expressly for your- 
self. But don’teuppose that this wll be an exactly simi- 
lar composition. It may not be so smoothly endited, or 
so palatabl, or so easily digestible to those for whom it 
is imtended. Still it shall be a Bona fide matter-of-fact 
affair. 1 am about to detail facts, hard, barefaced, w: ll- 
attested ‘acts. Every one capable of being subetanti- 
ated. Not one admitting of disproof. True! they are 
very true ! Are you inquiring what these can be? If so, 
I will ot keep you longer in suspense. You recollect 
an allus‘on,in my let’ers, to grievanevs, that Mr. Mason’s 
workmen had suffered; such as raffles, usury, &e. 
&c. It was asserted, too, that, in my own opinion, 
you were the party to blame for many of these things. 
The picture then exhibited, was black indeed; but re- 
pulsive as it might appear, I fancy that one still worse 
can be shown. ‘Talk of Raffles! Why I know acertain 
foreman (and you are at liberty to guess bis name if \ ou 
please) who took an old garden-ga‘e, belonging to the 
Master, and had it put up in a Raffle for 6s, besides 
his own chance. Now what use do you think impover- 
ished and unprotected workmen had for such an article, 
even if it had been worth but a sixth part of the sum 
got by it, to say nothing of its not belonging to the fure- 
man and the Mastere not knowing of the use thus made 
of his property. Have not persons, for snch-like proceed- 
ings, stood before my Lord Judge at a certain time, and 
in a certain place, in our county town ? and being called 
ly a highly discreditable name, and bren subject, ton, 
to something else not altogether desirable ? And, as to 
the “money-gruohing scheme” termed Usury, you 

many not have forzotten that when I referred to these 
things lately, I said, that extracting 6s. for the loan of 
5s. was the lowest rate spoken of ; but what is this to 
some of the doings of the certain foreman, just adverted 
to? I know one ease, among mary of the like, where a 












































certain workman was obliged to pay 17s. and 6d. in 
return for 12s, And then it was customary with this fore- 
man, when he iad lent money, to say to the person who 
ad borrowed it well, lad, I won't stop all the sum out 
of tLy wages this week, but shall only take the interest |” 
Thus the capital would stand over for some time, and 
the interest be exacted weekly. As, for instance, one, 
that lam we'l acquainted with, borrowed 5s. and paid 
interest for it five successive weeks at the rate of 1s, per 
week. This is very fine indeed ! is it not? to pay 5s. 
interest !or the bare loan of 5s.! clever! very clever 
way of getting money ! And, besides all this, I can a 
tale untold, of the conduct of this said foreman, which 
perhaps may not have the same effict on jour delicate 
sensibilities as that spoken of in Shakespeare's Hamlet. 
Your hair may not “stand on end like quills upen the 
fr: tful porcu, ine,” but, hang me if I don’t think it 
enough to make every hovest man (Pshaw ! ) feel *tarna- 
tion queer,” You shall hear of this as asecret, but don’t 
blab, or it may reach the Master’s ears and he may con- 
ceive that his confidential foreman (verv trustworthy 
forsooth) has nut been over honest. We'!l, the case 
stands thus. A person borrowed a sum of money from 
the foreman pri-r to leaving the country for * ** ® This 
was stopped from the man’s old workmatesin the follow- 
ing marner. The foreman set down a quantity of work 
to their account extra to what they had themsrlve done. 
This he again deducted from the sum set down to their 
names in the counting-house for wages, and ‘‘shoved” 
these choice gleanings into his own insatiable pocket. 
Thus the Master had to pay for ware that was never 
made, in order to liquidate a debt owing to his foreman. 
Aye and withouths consent, teo. And this is not all, 
for, after a short while, the individual, who owed the 
money, returned, and had to repay the whole amount 
himself, notwithstanding the foreman bad before paid 
himself, as stated. Thus, he paid himself twice over 
for one debt, and in a great measure at the expense of 
the Master, too. What do you thivk of this for an 
excellently well-contrived affair ? Don’t it look remark- 
ably clean ? And this foreman was so exceedingly skil- 
ful as to sometimes manage matters in this wise. If a 
workman had left his situation, fora week or so, after 
that time a sum of money was put down to his name 
upon the wage-bill as usual, althongh nothing was 
owing tohim. And this, likewise, fell into the hands 
of the foreman. I will say thus much, that some of the 
workmen thought it was for debts owing by other per- 
sons, and that he had merely set down some of their 
work to the man’s name who had left, in order to deceive 
the Master, as to who the parties really were who stood 
indebted to the foreman. But this was an affair that 
others could not fathom They knew that a certain 
amount was placed to the ind vidual’s name after he had 
been gone from the works ; an! they knew too, that he 
did not himself come in possession of the sum affixed to 
his name, but that the foreman, made sure to pocket the 
“ brass,” referred to; yet, as to the why and wherefore 
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of the matter, thry were in the dark. ‘They might think, 
and very oddly too ; but s ill it was all sheer conjecture. 
And, Sir, as something has been said in my letters about 
Mr. Mason's workmen paying rent for houses that have 
never heen built, why this very identical foreman, in 
question, ha- had his hand in a concern of this kind too. 


| which belong to their several official capacities. 


Ani 


| although I shal) be plain and straightforward iu what I 


But then it is positively asserted, by seme of the men | 
from whom rents in this case were exacted, that the | 


Master was an utter stranger to any thing of the kind 
going on. This, too, they say went into the foreman’s 
povket. 
although there is a great deal of probability iu its favour. 
True it is, that rents were pid for unbuilt tenements. 
This cannot be refuted. ‘These then are some of the 
facts that } purposed to mention toyou; but these are 
not all of the like that you will have to hear about. 
Much more has to come wut. So that you may prepare 


| trampled upon by the thoughtless and cruel. 


But whether this be true, or not, | won't affirm, | 


| increase its perpetration. 


fhay say on the practices, and un!ecoming demeanour of 
this order of men; yet I disclaim all bad and malicious 
feelings. Nay, Sir, if I know anything of my own heart, 1 
believe that, without the least self-flattery, I may say that 
I am actuated by noble, pure, and christianlike motives. +I 
would rather raise a man up, than cast him down to be 
There ia 
both a mght, and a wrong way of doing almost every 
thing ; and to abuee a person, in order to mend him, iv 
too often the wrong way. We may, by such condunet, 
make a mere opponent our determinate, and invetcrnte 
enemy ; and we may punish crime in such a way as to 
We may also, expose what is 
ef itself extremely wicked, and deserving of universal 


| abhorance, in a spirit, so much embittered with bad feel- 


yourself for alittle more thatis likely to appear soon. | 
I have been furnished with information on these points | 
from men who desire an opportunity to prove the facts | 


tothe public, personally. Zhey are ready to publish 
their names, if really required to do so! Or, if the 
Master, referred to, wishes it, theyara willing to stand 
before him and prove all they have asserted. And they 
have not as vet divn'ged all that they are able to do, 
aye and will do! They have began totell tales, but ] 
won't say where thev willeud. You have got some of 
what they have told, and may «lo as you please with the 
same. You may keep the matter to yourself, or make 


it known just as you please ; but allow me this one re- | 


quest, wherever you may find that the cap fits there 


let it be worn But enough of this dirty business for | 


the present, I will conclude this article by just acquaint- 
workmen are still firm to a man. Not one of the ‘T'urn- 
outs has been known to swerve from bis duty; each and 
all are still united, and determined to gain the object 
for which they struck, without any compromise whatever. 
They regard not the difficultivs in the way, what- 


have done. 
can understan'! it. If this be asked, this too they can 
get! Wishing them a speedy victory. 

I remain yours 
TIMOTHY SCRIBBLE. 





A WORD TO OVERLOOKERS, be. 
Mr. Editor, 


Srr,—I am desirous of addressing a few lines to the 
above-named class, through the medium of the Examiner, 
not out of any ill-will to them, nor from any disposition 
to abuse them, either by taunting them, in order to play 
with their feelings, or by holding them up, as deserving 
of public scorn and derision. 1 only wish to do them 
good; and, if possible, to persuade them to,become a 
blessing to others, by abandoning the wrong, and choos. 
lng the right, way of discharging those important duties 


jng, as to render all our efforts to cure the evils, abortive. 


To the parties, then, to whom I am addressing this 
letter, I would observe, that I am not altogether ignorant 
of the awkwardness ofsyour position. 1 know, that it is, 
at times, very far from being a pleasant one. Nor is it 
an enviable one either, to a person who wishes to enjoy 
peace of mind, esperially when you have an avaricions, 
oppressive, and tyrannical employer on the one side to 
please; and on the other side, a set of drunken, neglect- 
ful and unprincipled workpeople to deal with. Thus 
situated, if you must, at all times, please and xatiafy the 
master, then you must injure the servant, and displease 
your Maker. And at another time, if you must gratify, 
and please the workpeople, (at least some of them) thea 
you will have to injure the master, and displease God, 


| too. 
ing yon with another fact (viz.) That Mr. Mason's | os 


Now, Sirs, I think I have portrayed, or singled out, the 
very worst position in which any one of you can possibly 
be placed. Yet even here, and in such a case, intricate 
as it may be, Justice has drawn her line, and makes her 
plain, yet imperative, claims upon your strict observance. 


ever these nay be. They may ask for more than they | You are required to have respect to the rights of gil 


This is a hint that I have to give you, ifyou | 


men, whatsoever be the situation, or circumstances, of 
those you have to move amongst. You are at the 
very least, todeal with aneven hand. You are not to do 


| unjustly, to benefit the rich; nor to oppress a man 


| dificient. 


because he is poor; and if any thing more be wanting, 
then Mercy unites with Justice, and placing you in like 
circumstances, exclaims, ‘all things whatsoever you 
would that men should do unto you, do ye even so unte 
them, for such is the Law and the prophets.” From 
which it will be learned that God's will ix thereby made 
known. 


What attention has been paid to these requirementa, 
by you, individually, is best known to yourselves ; but if 
weare to judge by the exemplifications of them in the 
main, or general course of your procedure, we aré 
obliged to confess that your order has been awfully 
If all the acts of injustice and oppression, 


| which Bailiffe and men in office have perpetrated, nivst 
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be brought to light and published, it would require 
volumes upon volumesyand the catalogue would be 80 
black and so apalling, that a man could hardly hold such 
an office without being the object of public wees 4 
To tei the world of but one hundredth part of the evTis 
and calamites which your class have entailed upon the 
working classes, would go at once to point the finger of 
universal scorn at you. The many and repeated reduc- 
tions of which Overlookers have been the sole instigators ; 
the trickeries, under-handed and deep-laid plans, which 
they have had recourse to, in order to effect their 
Mischievous desigus, together with the manner in which 
they have too often defrauded, and robbed the poor 
workpeople, in one form or other, is enough to make 
them the most hateful, and despicable order of any in 
civilized society. These, Sirs, are not the images, of a 
wild imagination, nor the mere conjectures of a captious, 





and reckless mind, but the parts (only in part) furnished, 
and fully demonstrated by the history of your fraternity ; 
and coiroberated by, and depicted in, the ead experience 
of the suffering workpeople, Some of you may be 
ready to call out for names; but it is not my pro- 
vince now to give them. My work is, to point out 
the evils, and leave you to recognize, or own, #0 
much as belongs to you. and no more. You can d» | 
that to a nicety. I might make an error, by giving | 
some tov much and others too little. But, if you | 
should not be able to do this yourselves, from the | 
above hints, I can, perhaps, help you, by putting a | 
few questions to you. 

First, then, have you never singled out such-and- 
such sorts of work, which you have either thought, 
or known, to be the best that a man has had to do, 
and at which he could earn the most money; and 
then suggested to the master, that by dropping the 
same in price, he would thereby realize so much 
per cent., and still leave an ample remuneration for 
the workman? Or have not you done it, Siis, without 
even consulting the master at ali? 

Secondly, have you never timed a man when he 
has been working, to ascertain how much he could 
do of this, or that, kind of work in ha!f an hour, or 
an hour; and then made your calculations as to how 
much he would earn per day, and if you found that 
he would realize only a fair day’s wages, have offered 
him a less price! 

Thirdly, have you never urged men to get on as 
fast as they possibly could, under the pretence, that the 
ware was wanted; and this, merely, to test the men, 
in order to reduce the price? 

Fourthly, have you never watched the workpeople, 
unknown to them, through the windows, when the 
darkness would conceal you from their observation, 





fur the same design? 

Fifthly, have you not, at any time,.condemned, as bad, | 
work which, at another time, aud when under the 
influence of better feeling, you would pronounce govd, | 
and pass it on without the least demur ? 





Sixthly, have you never offered men to work at a 
prive, or for wages, which you, yourselves, would 
have relused when you were workmen? 


Seventhly, have you never tried to “ banter” down 
one man’s price by threatening to give the work to 
another? or, have you not taken your stand between 
two distinct Brasches, and offered a certain price for 
work to one of the two, «st which mither could 
get wages; and then, if the one have refused to 
accept the price offered, have you not threatened to 
put it into the hands of the other Branch? And 
then the game must be played the other way also! 
until the point has been gained, either with one, or 
the other of the two Brauches! 


And lastly, have you never treated men in that 
unkind, disugreeable, and abusive manner that bas not 


| only afflicted, their minds, and rendered them miser- 


able, but which has, at the same time, set you off as 
little less than petty Tyrants and merciless Slave- 
drivers ? 


Sirs, these questions you can put to yourselves, 
one by one; and if you will only allow your cov- 
sciences to speak they will returm you correct 
auswers (except they are so seared as not to he at 
all susceptable, either of what is right or wrong by 
long and oft-repeated acts of cruelty and injustice,) 
that will either give you much pleasure, or else 


sting you with remorse. 


1 beg now to leave these observations, ani questions, 


| with you, hoping they may be useful in leading you 


to take your stand, for the future, on the side of 
Righteousness, and humanity, no more to be found 
reckless!y trampling under foot, the rights, privileges 
and interests of the working classes, together with’ 
the respectibility and profitableness of the trade, 
generally; but, trust it will be your aim henceforth 
to raise the poor in the scale of social enjoyment, 
by defending their rights with equal fidelity and 
determiuation as you would those of the employer. 
Thus much God requires of you! Thus much is 
required of you by every thing that is good and 
valuable in Society! and it. stands inseparably con- 
nected with your own interest and welfare, both in 
this, and inanother world. Oh! Sirs, when I con- 
template the final reckoning day, I almost tremble at 
the thought, of what an unfolding of life’s history 
and practices will then take place! What deeds of 
darkness, of cruelty, of oppression, and injustice will 
then be brought to light, when the fate of the 
Tyrant, and the oppressor will be a most awful one 
indeed ! 


I am yours, very Respectfully, 
Aaron WeEpbdcwoop. 
Burslem, Feb, 12th, 1844. 
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AND WORKMAN 


OFFICIAL NOTICES. 
TO THE UNITED BRANCH OF OVENMEN. 


On Monday-evening Feb. 19, 1844, a General Meet- 
ing of t:e Ovenmen will take place at the New Inn, 
New Street, Hanley, when every lover of his branch is 
expected to attend. ‘Ihe meeting will be addressed by 
a delegate from every district. The chair to be taken 
at Six o’Clock precise’y. 


By Order of the Central Board of Overuen. 








(In last week's Examiner the following notice was | 


dated Feb. 12th, instead of the 19th.) 
TO THE UNITED BRANCH OF HOLLOW-WARE 
PRESSERS. 
On Monday, Feb. 19, 1844, the Anniversary Dinner 


of the Burslem Lodge of Hoilow-Ware Preesers will be | 


held at the Black Lion Inn, Burslem; when aud where 
every member of the Branch is resp. ctfully requested 
to attend. Dinner on the Table at Halt-past Six o’Clock. 
Tickets One Shilling aud Four-pence each. 

By Order of the Burelem District Bo.rd of 


HOLLOW-WARE PRESSEKS. 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Received; A Worxinc Porrer, Hanley; Hore, 
Hanley ; R. 8. Burslem; and RB. P. 
No room for the Patriot. 
We are sorry that Mr. BrapsHaw's communication 


came too late for insertion in this week's paper, but it, 
most certainly, shall have a place in our next. 


A few of the back numbers of the Examiner remaining 
on hand they may be had now of the publisher, Mr. Evans, 
Brunswick-Street, Shelton. 


Advertizing scale of ** The Potters’ Examiner ;" cir- 


culation 2000, Ten lines five shillings; every additional 


line fourpence. 


All communications to the Editor to be 
“ Examiner” Office, Piccadilly Shelton. 


addressed 


THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, © 
And Workman's Advocate. 
Fresavary 17rn, 1844. 


In another part of our paper will be seen a small com- 
munication from Mr. Peter Watkins. We take pleasure 
in calling the attention of our readers to the same, from 
the correction, it contains, of a misstatement,— indeed 
we had almost said a wilful perversion of the text -- 





made on that gentleman’s first communication, by 


* An Enemy To Stavery,” in last week's Examiner. 
Had we thought that the communication of “ An Enemy 
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' * . 
To Stivery” would have misled any of our readers, 


we shou'd, most certainly, have attached a small foo'- 

note tv the same; but belriving, as we did, that the 
error refered to, would meet with immediate correction 
in the ininds of our readers, who are all familiar with 
Mr. Watkins’ able communication on the subject of the 
Unemployed, we left the matter entirely in the hands of 
that gentleman to take what course he pleased. 





PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM. 
FENTON. 


Oa Friday last, Feb, 9th, at the Crown Inn, Fenton, 
| an excellent diaver was provided tor about one hundred 
persovs, as a mark of respect to Mr. El jah Hume. who, 
| it will be remembered, was imprisoned for the perma of 
one month, at the instigation of hisemployer, Mr. C. J. 
Viason, for what was termed a breach of agreemeut.— 
that vile “ Affrican Slave-Bond” !—and who was re- 
leased, from durance vile, on Friday last, to the joy of 
his friends who were in waiting at Stafford, with a con- 
veyance tobring the good man home to the bosom of his 
family. It is really a villanous state of things for the 
citizens of what is termed a free country to be subject 
to a heavy criminal punishment for commiting no crime 
whatever. Were there any reciprocity of interest in 
‘*The Bond,” there would be some excuse fur our local 
Jefferies ; but there is none whatever. It is, as we have 
before stated, A VILE AFFRICAN SLAVE-BOND;— 
the transfer of one human being tv another, to be used, or 
abused, as the purchaser may think: fit for the period of one 
year. If such were not the case, how comes it that 
Manufacturers, generally, who are in the dai/y prac- 
tice of treaking this ** Bond,” are never comm tted to 
the House of Co: rection for “ callundar"’ months tu bord 
labocr ? BECAUSE THERE Is ONE LAW FOR THE RICH, 
AND ANOTHER For THE Poor. THE KICH CAN 
| DU NO WRONG. But encugh of this tor the pre- 
| sent. 





. 

The room was crowded with the stanch hearts of the 
Fenton district ; every seat was occupird ; the tables 
groaned benesth the weight of good cheer; and tLe 
plenuful repast was partaken of in the most oreeriy 
and decorous manver. Toasts were drunk, and re- 
sponded to; songs were sung; recitations delivered; 
and the most lively and animated feeling prevailed. Mr. 
Hume was in atiendame throughout the whole of the 
evening, and responded to the health of hinself end 
family by stating, that the persecutions of bis enem es 
should never intimidate him from what he «o: ceived to 
tolea just line of conduct; that he war fully aware 
there was no moral stain upon his character from the 
punishment he had undergone; and that he was fully 
prepared to suffer again in the same noble avd righteous 
cause! At the close of the evening the Union Authem 
was sung, and the meeting separated iu a peaceable and 
orderly manner. 














THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 





HANLEY. 


On Monday-evening last, according to announcement, 
the ninth Anniversary of the United Branch of Flat- 
Pressers was commemorated by a plentiful dinner, pre- 
pared atthe New Market Tavern, Hanley, and partaken 
of by a c.owded roum of the members of that branch. 
One of the oldest and tried members of the Union pre- 
sided over the company ; and by his intelligent remarks 
gave point to the deversified toasts aad sentiments that 
spiritedly occupied the evening. Want of space will 
not permit us to enlarge on this highly interes'ing 
mee'ins; suffice it to say, that we were very much 
gratified at the epirit and information displayed by this 
intelligent body of Potters, from whose efforts in the 
Union we augur much good. The conviviality was 
was kept up to a late hour, when the mreting separated 
in a peaceable and decorovs manner. 


THE PACKERS. 

According to snnouncement in last week's paper, a 
meeting of the Packers took place at Mr. Charles 
Knight's, True Blue, Market Street, Hanley, when a 
deputation from the Working Committee, organized this 
branch into union ; and there is every reason to expect 
that they will spiritedly assist in carrying out the objects 
for which we are combined. They will hold their 
meetings every Saturday-evening at Mr. Knight's — 
business to commence at Seven o Clock. 





To the Editor of the ‘‘ Potters’ Examiner.” 


S1r,—A report being in circulation, throughout the 
Potteries, that Mr. Mason has cunsented to give all that 
is required from him, if he must be allowed to do so to 
others, and not his old hands, | have to inform )ou that 
the report is wholly unfounded. He has not agreed to 
give what is asked to any party whatever. The price- 
list, with its retrogressive-sliding scale, is just standing 
on the very respectable footing it did previous tothestrike. 
Not a grievance has he offered to redress, or price to 
advance. It is still C. J. Mason as he his heretofore been 
without even a promise of improvement. By giving 
insertion to this hint, to those whom it may concern, 
you will much oblige yours truly A FLAT. 


To the Editor of the ‘ Potters’ Ezaminer.” 


Sin,—In looking over the Examiner of last weck, J 
find an article signed “Aw Exvemy to Stavery!” 
And couid I persuade myself that this communication 
would meet noeye but what bad read mine, to which he 
alludes, I wou!d not have troubled you with this reply. 
But ae this is not likely to be the case, I feel morally 
bound to make a few observatious upon that commu:ii- 
cation, which, i!, permitted to go unnoticed, might be 
considered a base aspersion ou the trade at large. in 
the first place, any person who have not read my letter 
would conclude, from what he has advanced, that I had 
stated that the great mejority of the Potters were in- 











temperate, indolent, or dishonest, a statement which, | 
am tully convinerd, would be a libel upon my fellow. 
workmen, and for which, if made by me,I should deserve 
ecouting from society; for, without flattery, I would 
say the Potters, «s a body, would not suffer in com. 
parison with asy operatives of the same number in Eng- 
laud. And this error seems to originate in carlessness ; 
for had your correspondent paid due attention to what 
I wad advanced, he certainly would have perceived that 
it was the unemploy’d portion of my fellow-men whom 
I divide in classes, & not the Potters as a body, and then 
his remarks, relative to the 3rd Class, would carry with 
it some little appearance of truth, instead of a libel, as 
it really would be, applied to the general body. 


Now, Sir, taken in this light, there is something like 
common sense in the assertion that “ Union will keep 
the first class small and the other two pnumerous;” but 
in the way your correspondent has quoted my language, 
a pereon who had not read my letter would naturally 
infer that, in my opinion, i¢ was the Union that was 
creating such immorality amongst the great body of my 
fellow-workmen. With regard to his remedial plan, | 
“have nothing to do, though I have my opinions on that 
subject, and would state them if 1 knew the person who 
signs himself an ‘Enemy to Slavery;’ but with an 
anouimous writer, and one who if he be really desirous 
to come to correct conclusions and just inferences would 
not screen himself under a fictious signature, I cannot 
aud will not communicate. 


I remain yours truly, 
PETER WATKINS. 
Hanley, Feb. 12th, 1844. 





To the Editor of the: “Potter's Examiner.” 


S1r,—In No. 9, of the Examiner, Page 67, a 
letter appeared, signed “ Justitia,” upon which we, 
The General District Board of Oven-men, wish to 
offer a few remarks. 


Sir, we do this because we believe, in that Letter, 
a deadly thrust is made upon the branch weare con- 
nected with. In looking over the introduction to your 
little work, which appeared in the first number; we 
find, you call upon the hewers of wood and drawers 
of water to use every exertion to supply the con- 
ductors of the Workman’s Advocate with facets. Tho 
expression made was, “we ask not for pence, all we 
want are facis!” and seeing that you wish for facts, 
to fill up the columns of your valuable paper ; we 
think that, by inserting the following, you will do 
much towards alleviating the bad feeling which now 
exists among the Oven-men, generally, about that 
article. Sir, we all glory in the object of your pub- 
lication! that is, exposing the abuses practised by 
Manufacturers on those under their employ, or by man 
towards his fellow-man. The writer of that article 
calls your attention to a system which he states, was 
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attacked by Mr. Wm. Ridgway, a few years ago, at 
the Bell Bank ;—namely the system of “ Buttyship ;” 
which, he terms, is quiet as bad as Butty Colliers, 
and consists in the setting of oven-work to a few in- 
dividuals, and they having men under them called 
placers doing the greatest part of the work, and at 
the same time receiving but a small portion of the 
money. This, Sir, we have rothing atall to do with 
What the Butty men, so called, get per week is 
nothing to us, if they pay men union prices for their 
work, and the latter are satisfied with the same. The 
next point, Sir, we take up are his thoughts He 
begins with “I think.” We=have thought, Sir, that 
it would be a great blessing if every Operative in the 
Potteries were fixed in the position that he need not 
fear a stormy, or a rainy, day; but our ¢houghis alone 
cannot fix mankind in that position; they have still 
to bear the cold winds, and face the stormy blast. It 
is not, then, with thoughts that we have to do, but 
with facts! 
that, at two Manufactories alluded to, in Hanley, he 
can point out four persons, Oven-men, whose weekly re- 
ceipts are 24 Pounds, having under there employ, 
large and small, from 20 to 24 hands, who are not 
receiving more than 10, or 11, Pounds out of the 
money. 


Now, Sir, we do not believe that this assertion is 
based upon facts; for some of our delegates, that 
compose the present Board of Oven-men, are working, 
and have for some time worked, at the Manufactories 
alluded to; and at those places the Masters are in 
the habit of Hiring the firemen, either at so much 
an oven, or so much a week, and the placers in the 
same way. And then Justitia tells your readers, 
that the master pays a good price for that discription 
of work, yea a better is paid for it than any other 
on the bank. Of this statement—of this display of hu- 
man wisdom! we leave a thinking and discerning public 
to judge. And now, Mr. Editor, we must draw towards 
a close. We could go on, to some length, on the 


other part of his epistle, but we are afraid of trespas- 
sing to much upon your columns. But there is one 
thing that we wish to say before we close the present 
letter, and that is, before Justitia again attacks our 
Branch, he will remedy the evils of his own; and 
then, when the beam is torn from his own, he will 
see clearly to pull out the mote from the other 
Branches. But, Sir, allow us just to remark, that 
there are abuses practised among our branch which 
must, and will, be remedied; and the Board feels 
determined to take them up at a future period. 


Yours in the bonds of Union, 
Taz Gewenat Distaicr Boarp or Oven-men. 
February 6, 1844. 


Justitia thinks that he can shew you, | 


AND WORKMAN'’S ADVOCATE. 


} 








EMIGRATION,---Larren No. VI. 
(State of New York, North America.) 
TO MR. JOHN HOWSON. 


Sir,— I have just received a letter from Hanley, where 
ts stated your preparations and intentions for coming to 
America some time back, but had been disappointed in 
some of your friends not coming alung with you ; conse- 
quently you had given up all ideas of coming now. This 
was the case, at the time I came away, with you, Mr 
Berry. and Taft. Perhaps this is the same tule again % 
I think you will excuse this freedom on the subject. I 
have further to observe, on the subject, that had you 
thought well to have come at the time when I did, and could 


| have been satisfied to have done as I have done, in conjune- 


tion with me, by this time we could hare been doing a pret- 
ty respectable business. 1 have done full as wellas I r- 
pected by myself; but could have done much better by 
having an assistant. You will see what a perplexing job 
I havehad, having had every thing to do myself. Ive 
been bricklayer, and carpenter, and smith ; I've put up my 
shop, and built my kiln ; been modeller and mould-maker, 
sagar-maker, brown-dipper, plain slip-maker and presser ; 
and have gone up and down the country for miles, seeking 
clay, &c. §c. Now, by this time, I think you will ory, 
I must have been pretty busy, these last twelve months. 


I have also further to add, I’ve succeeded in making an 
excellent and beautiful common earthenware, the best in the 
United States, and as fine a glaze as ever you saw, 
evenon that of the great Wedgwood Rockingham /!—I am 
- satisfied, there is a comfortable business to be done 

ere, preferable to any thing you can do in England, 
with a small capital, against so powerful a competition as 
there is in the British market.—I do not wish to entice you 
a ; but should you think well to come to this country, 
I should always be ylad to see you ; and if you did not think 
well to stop here, this would not be out of the road for your 
going to Kentucky, to your brothers ; for, by this route, you 
would have river and canuls all the way, and the cxpenves 
would be about one halfpenny per mile !___My place is but 
small, but very convenient ; and could soon be made large 
enough for a thrower. My ware sells well, and al good 
prices, and, I think, I can do much better this way then 


working yman's work, I am making Tea-Pots, 
Sugars. Milks, Pitchers, Flower-Pots, Bowls, Cups, Sau- 
cers, and some Toys. I could sell Chamber-ware, and 
thrown Tea- Pots would come cheaper then pressed ones. 


Here is an extensive and wealthy country of more then 
one thousand miles in length, all inland, and without any 
opposition in fine kind of ware ! Surely the little ware made 
at one works, would only be like a crab in a coal-pit / 
Here is some Red-ware works, but the ware is bad beyond 
description, and can never do meany harm. I fire with 
wood the same as as the Americans, and have got to be a 
pretty good Fireman, buiscuit and glaze !_.This is a beau- 
tiful litle City, about fifteen thousand inhalitants, and 
provisions very cheap. It lies on the Erie-canal, about 
250 miles from New York ; water allthe way .The Ameri- 





96 THE POTTERY 


cans have put on a good duty on English pottery ; 30 per 
cent. This, and carriage and breakage make a good profit 
to a works, here ; and the goods can be made as cheap here, 


as in the Potteries. 


ls. 6d. per load. 


The best Bill Clayis about 25s. per | 
ton ; and the clay I am useing, I get, for carriage ;— | 


EXAMINER, 


When you write, please to inform me how my friends | 


are and ask them if they would like to come to <Ame- 
vica : and whether you come, or not, I shall always be 
glad to to hear from you! I've found clays that make as 
good ware as any in the Potteries ! but will require a 
little capital to bring them into the market. 

The winter is setting in, frost and snow. Ive gotten 
a good stove and a close little room, and plenty of wood 
Sor fire; und hope not to be stopp'd by the weather. 


I've gotten clay, down tn the celler, to last me through | 


the winter ; 1 hope to be pretty busy. 

Please to let me here from you soon ; and remember 
me to all old friends. 1 think John Bailey would bea 
useful hand to me. Ask him if he should like to come 
to America? I've no more to say, at present, except 
that we are all well ; Sarah, myself and little girl ; and 
unite in best regards to you and family, 

I remain, dear Sir, your most obedient servent, 

J. WALKER. 

P. §S. Sarah's Father wants tw know bricklayer's 
woages here: they are about 5s. 3d. per day, your money. 
summer time Please to give our best love to him and 
family. Tell them we are all well; 1 got his letter in 
due time.---Adieu ! S. W. 

Yo the Editor of the * Potter's Examiner.” 

Sir--- On looking over the Examiner of last week, 
I sao @ paragraph (signed a Swinton Potter.) that re- 
Serred to a weak-brained Thrower, who has commenced 
work at Mexborough, in the place of Brother Charles 
Lewis, who was then standing out against the infamous 
Jive per cent system. 1 think it nothing but right 
that the public showld know the name of the person re- 
erred to. His name is Thompson. He is nota mem- 
ber of the Throwers’ Union. and is now working on 
the fwe-per-cent prindiple ; and, 1 think, it be 
nothing but justice if he where made to work at HALF 
price. But I hare the pleasuré to inform you. thet 
Brother Lewis is now working at Longton, end has a 
very com situation; and is well satisfied with 
the change he has made. 

I remain yours, 


A UNION THROWER. 
Stoke, Feb. 12th, 1844. 


VALOUR. 
Tom boasting of his courage vow'd. 
His heart in battle ne'er was cow'd ; 
No single man could match him. 
Crie-he “ oft have I (or I lie} 
“ Caused sores of trembling rogues to fly.” 
“True,” adid s veteran standing by, 
“ He ran, and they to catch him.” 











J. REWTOM, 
(From Sheffield) 
SAW AND FILE MANUFACTURER, AND 
REPAIRER, 


PICCADILLY SHELTON, 


EGS to inform the Manufacturers of the Potteries, and the 
Public generally, that he has commenced business at the 
above address, and that he has now on sale all kinds of Saws, 
Fites, and every description of Sugrriecp Curtery at the 
lowest possibly prices, and of the best quality ! 
Fives of every description made to order; AXND OLD ONES Bt- 
cur, AND MaDe as Goop as New. 
Oup Fives bought, or exchanged, on the most liberal terms. 
Cur.ery of every description ground, and repaired, by expe- 
rienced hands, at a trifling charge. 





CHARITY ! CHARITY!! CHARITY!!1? 
To the Editor of the ‘ Potters’ Examiner.” 


Mr. Eptror,—You will perhaps fancy, from the length of time 
that has elapsed since you last heard from me, that I may have 
found my way into one of those popular establishments in which 
the silent system is practised ; or that some untoward circumstance 
may have taken from me the power of speech, or thought, and so 


| may have thrown mé, as the sailors say, upon my beam-ends, with 


. E.N. F. 





my unfortunate jaw-tackle on leave of absence for am indefinite 
period. This, Mr. Editor, I am happy to say, is not the case ; for I 
am PROUD to inform you, (hem) that I have been assisting the 
Alderman to take stock this Inst week; and a jolly old boy he is! 
None of your Skilly and Warm-water-and-spangles sort; but a 
thorough capon-eating, venison-hunting, bottle-draining dog! and 
brim-full to overflowing of that great cardinal virtue called charity | 
Would you beleive it, Sir, that, in the fulness of his heart, being 
compelled from Stock-taking to give a week’s holiday to the Potting 
Branches of his Works, anD NOT BEING ABLE TO DO WITHOUT THE 
LABOURING PORTION OF HIS HANDS,—the dig and delvers,— 
he has had the kindness, heaven protect him ! to offer to the latter 
(the bank’s mien and such like) ruLt emPpLoy, for the period of 
Stock-taking, AT. HALF PRICE? and all cut of a pure spirit of 
charity! “O rave Ben Johnson !!” 
I am, Mr. Bditor, your old friend, A FLAT. 

P. S. More! more}! morecharity!!! Le pauore Diable ! 
Since writing the above, we have finished our Stock- 
taking ; and, being unusually full of .the milk of human 
kindness, we have benevolently come to the conclusion, 
to pay no more than HALF WAGES to each of our 
Worehouse-men; who, it will be remembered, have had 
an extraordinary hard week's work from the nature of 
their Stock-taking business. But the plebeian:scoundrela, 
we understaad, will not accept of our charity; and have 








taken out «umimionses fo force us--- WE, ‘lez rechercheurs — 


des nouvelles modes yg them, what‘ they vulgarly | 


cal, an honest, a full, fair week's wages for an 
honest, a full, and fair week’s work. P---Shaw! 


A. FP. 





Potters,” and Published..by W, Eyans,. ~ Street 
Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton ; 
Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Bell, Stoke. &b. &c. 
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